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THE INFLUENCE OF THE FALSE VOCAL FOLDS ON THE PHONATION

by

J.C.PEREIR~ , D.W.THOMAS 2

ABSTRACT--Some discrepancies have occurred between
physiological data for the larynx and the dynamic models
which have been proposed in the literature. For
instance, recents tomograms of the larynx during
phonation has shown the entry angle of the glottis to be
more abrupt than that chosen for these models. AIso the
false vocal folds seem to avoid the assumption of the
uniform vo~al tract adopted for some models reported.
Results presented here show the influence of these
figures on the glottal waveforms.

INTRODUCTION

Several resaarchers have mentioned the importance of the
false vocalfolds in the laryngeal aerodynamics. Conrad (1983),
for instance, hai concluded that a supraglottal constriction is
necessary for his collapsible tube model of the larynx attains
oscillation. Ananthapadmanabha (1983) has reported that a
constant exit recovery coefficient cannot be used if á more
accurate model of the vocal tract has been adopted. The false
folds influence the intra-glottal pressure distribution and act
upon the recovery of energy at the glottal exit.

The present study focuses on the three-mass model (Miller,
Pereira and Thomas, 1988) for the vocal fold vibration. Two
masses are used to simulate the true vocal folds as proposed by
Ishizaka and Flanagan (1972) and one mass simulates the false
vocal folds. The supraglottic constriction between these folds
plays important roles as a source of sound for some particulars
cases. The so-called ~tage whispering arises from an . adduciion
of the false vocal folds. This adduction comes from the
decrease in the size of the anterior-posterior dimenslon of the
larynx cavity (Sawashima and Hlrose 1983). The adduction of the
false vocal folds is considered to contribute to the prevention
of the vocal fold vibration by the transglottal air flow, as
well as to facilitate the generation of turbulent noise in the
laryngeal cavity.
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On the other hand, for pathological cases, the supraglottic
constriction (in particular the false vocal folds) play an
important role in phonation. Blaugrund (1983) has reported
clinicaI observations of voicing during the post-operative
period of subjects who have undergone to partial laryngectomy.
He has found that hipertrophy of the false or true vocal folds
can be responsible of achieving voice.

The transition between trachea and glottis (conus
elasticus) has been adopted to be smooth, generally the entry
angle of glottis being about 50 deg.rees. In a recent research,
Rosen and Fourcin (1986) have reported some tomograms of the
larynx during phonation which show this angle to be very abrupt,
with an average value being about 80 degrees.

THE ADOPTED MODEL

A model presenting the laryngeal air channel have been
adopted for the vocal folds vibration. This model is a
three-mass formulation of the vocal folds (true and false vocal
folds). It is based on the two-mass model proposed by Ishizaka
and Flanagan and also incorporates the flow formulation proposed
by Miller and Thomas (1982). It presents one mass simula~ing

the false vocal folds and permits displacements in the
horizontal and vertical (in the figure) directions.

A complete description of the model has been presented by
Miller, Pereira and Thomas (1988). A figure of the model is
included here for a concise explanation of it. At the entry of
the glottis is proposed to occurs detachment of the flow from
the boundary (vena contracta formation). The contraction factor
and the place where it is formed are supposed to be function of
the entry angle of the glottis and the diameters ratio between
trachea and glottis entry. Consequently the pressure drop at
this section is not a fixed percentage of the kinetic pressure.
In the same way the pressure recovery between the glottis exit
and the vocal tract is calculated considering the false vocal
folds and is based on the momentum and continuity considerations
for the difuser flow.

The horizontal movement is responsible for a modulation in
the length of the laryngeal ventricle and this dictates the
losses which occur in this section. The vertical movement is
quite similar to the masses simulating the true vocal folds. It
can be thought as the supraglottal constriction proposed by
Conrad (1983), however it is not a unrealistic one for the
phonation condition. This constriction is proposed to be
variable and have some interaction with the air flow similar to
the mucosa membrane of the true vocal fold.

The parameters shown in figure 1 represent the stiffness
(s), the damping coefficient (r) and mass, where m1 is the
vocalis muscle, m2 is the cover of the true folds as proposed by
Hirano and m3 is the false folds. At the left side of the
figure is the trachea with radius R and the vocal tract (right
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side of
composed
station
2), the
glottis
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figure) has a fixed heigth (X4). The sections which
the model are: trachea and conus elasticus (before
1 in the figure), the glottis (between stations 1 and

laryngeal ventricle (stations 2 and 3), the false
(stations 3 and 4) and the vocal tract (beyond station

Due to the area ratio between trachea
channel, the losses incurred in the trachea
zero. Therefore, the pressure at the entry
elasticus is considered to be constant and
subglottal pressure (lung pressure).

and laryngeal
are regarded as
of the conus
equal to the

For the phonation condition, the vocal tract is relatively
open and consequently the static pressure at the laryngeal
channel exit is regarded as atmospheric pressure (P4 in the
model).

With the assumptions above and based on momentum and
continuity equations the following relationship between static
pressure and volume velocity is derived:

=t
i = 1
j = i+l

-t
~ = 1
j = i+l
A.>A.

J ~

(1)

The static pressure at each station is calculated
considering the kinetic pressure and the losses up to that
station. The equation for the static pressure at each station
is given below.
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pressure at station n
subglottal pressure
constant for viscous losses
air viscosity
length between stations i and j
volume velocity
width of the glottis
minimum laryngeal flow height
air density
acceleration due to gravity
initial area of flow enlargement
final area of flow enlargement

lí3

... (2)

(gm/cm*cm)
(gm/cm*cm)

(gm/cm*Sec)
(cm)

(cm*cm*cm/Sec)
(cm)
(cm)

(gm/cm*cm*cm)
(cm/Sec*Sec)

(cm*cm)
(cm*cm)



RESULTS

The heavy voice (chest register)

In most adjustments for the chest register the ratio of
Btiffness (stiffness of the vocalis muscle by the stiffness of
transition and cover) is relatively high. This results in a
marked wave on the mucosa (vertical phase difference between the
masses). Figure 2 shows the typical waveform of the chest
register, where the ratio or stiffness used was 13:1 and the
resultants frequency and open quotient are 125 Hz and 0.625,
respectively.

How the vocal fold profile is behaving during a cycle can
be extracted from the flow-type pattern. During steady state,
the opening of the glottis starts with the vocalis muscle bulk
(ml) moving in advance of the cover and transition (m2). This
results in m2 being pulled outwards, due to the coupling between
them, consequently, the glottal opening occurs as a convergent
profile (type 3). When mass1 reverses the movement, mass2 is
still moving outward but the pro file stays convergent for a
small portion of the closure phase of the cycle. As the masses,
with their opposite directional movements, change the profile
from convergent to divergent, the flow-type changes to type-l
and then closes (type-O) in a divergent shape~

The light voice (falsetto)

In light voice, the ratio of stiffness between the muscle
and the mucosa is decreased. The entire vocal fold is stretched
and the vocalis muscle is most inactive. The extent of the
movement is less in a light voice than in a chest register and
little waving is observed in this voice. Figure 3 shows the
waveform for a light voice with the ratio ofstiffness of 6:1.
It can be seen tpat á complete closure is not reached (open
quotient equal 1) and the frequency is higher than the heavy
voice (about 200 H2). The flow-type pattern indicates there is
no vertical phase d~fference. The simulation starts as a
convergent profile (flow-type 3) and closes (flow-type O)
without intermediate profiles, as shown in figure 2 for the
chest register, and opens again as flow-type 3.

A breathy vocal attack

Dejonckere and Lebacq (1981) have reported that the first.
deflection of the base line (average of the glottal area
variation) reflects sometimes an abduction of the vocal folds
and at other times an adduction. The graphs in figure 4 and 5
show that vocal fold oscillation can commence either with vocal
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fo~d abduction or vocal fold adduction.

In figure 4 the initial profile is parallel with an area of
20 sq. Mm. The resistance offered by the glottis is relatively
small and consequently there is a high volume velocity. The
conversion into kinetic energy causes a negative static pressure
inside the glottis (Bernoulli effect) which then 'sucks
together' the folds. This effect causes an adduction of the
vocal folds as well as a steadly inward movement prior to steady
state oscillation. In figure 5 the initial profile is
convergent with a minimum area of 5.6 sq. Mm. and the flow
velocity is not sufficient to cause an adduction in the small
glottal area. As a result the force applied to the masses
causes an outward movement (abduction).

CONCLUSIONS

The model has been proved to be suitable for real phenomena
which occur in the laryngeal channel. For instance, the
vertical phase displacement, as reported by Hirano, is
realisticaly reproduced by the modelo AIso, the movements of
the true vocal folds for the falsetto voice fit very well with
the graphs produced by Hirano (1977).

Of particular interest to the present work is the
simulation of the 'breathy vocal attack' as reported by
Dejonckere and Lebacq, particularly at the onset of oscillation.
Based on physiological data, results of the simulation show it
is possible to obtain almost alt characteristics of their
glottal wave measurements, as for example, the deflection of the
base-line can be an adduction or abduction indistinctly and the
number of cycles before the first 'plateau' be reached.

Although a simplistic model has been used it. is possible to
simulate most of observed phenomena in speech. On the other
hand, also for pathological simulation of the laryngeal channel
the model can be usefull.

115



REFERENCES

ANANTHAPADt-lANABHA, T.; GAUFFIN, J. (1983). "Some Results on
the Acoustic and Aerodynamic Factors in Phonation". Vocal
Fold Physiology: Biomechanics, Acoustics and Phonatory
Controlo In I.R. Titze and R.C. Scherer (Ed.) The Denver
Center for the Performing Arts, 402-413.

BLAUGRUND, S.M.; GOULD, J.G.; TANAKA, S.; KITAJIMA, K.
(1983). "The Fiberscope: Analysis and Function of Laryn-
geal Reconstruction". Vocal Fold Physiology:
Biomechanics, Acoustics and Phonatory Controlo In I.R.
Titze and R.C. Scherer (Ed.) The Denver Center for the
Performing Arts, 252-255

CONRAD, W.A. (1983). "Collapsible Tube Model of the Larynx".
Vocal Fold Physiology: Biomechanics, Acoustics and Phona
tory Controlo In I.R. Titze and R.C. Scherer (Ed.) The
Denver Center for the Performing Arts, 328-348.

DEJONCKERE, P.; LEBACQ, J. (1981). "Mechanism of Initiation
of oscillatory motion in human glottis". Archives Interna
tionales de Physiologie et de Biochimie 89, 121-136.

HIRANO, M.
Vocal
namic
Tokyo

(1911). "Structure and Vibratory Behavior of the
Folds. In M. Sawashima & F.S. Cooper (Eds.), Dy

Aspects of Speech Production. Tokyo: University of
Press, 13-30.

ISHIZAKA, K.; FLANAGAN, J.L. (1912). "Synthesis of Voiced
Sounds from a Two-mass Model of the Vocal Cords". Bell
System Technical Journal 56, 889-918.

MILLER, J.A.; PEREIRA, J.C.; THOMAS, D.W. (1988). "Fluid
Flow Through the Larynx Channel". Journal of Sound and Vi
bration to be published Vol. 121 No. 2, March.

MILLER, J.A.; THOMAS, D.W. (1982).
Speech". M.Sc. dissertation.
sity of Southampton.

"System Identification in
Dept of Electronics Uni ver-

ROSEN, S.M.; FOURCIN, A.J. (1986). "Frequency S.lectivity and
the Perception of Speech". In "Frequency Selectivity in
Hearing", Brian C. J. Moore (Ed.) Academic Press Incorpo
ration.

SAWASHIMA, M.; HIROSE, H.
Speech Production".
Peter F. MacNeilage.

(1983). "Laryngeal Gestures
In The Production of Speech.
11-38.

116

in
Ed.



r3_--

ex m1 -191
RG~ s~2 f X4

J ~_!a_I__~_~bl~J __
1- 19lot -1- lIv -I-lfglo~

Filure 1 - Three__as 80CIel of the vocal folds. Mallsell.1
~nd .2 represent the true vocal folds and ..ss
.3 the false vocal folds.



LARYNX SIMULATION RESULTS: FILE NAMEJ - LAR408

5.11
4.11
3.1lI
2. •

1.'
1..

15l1li
1211

9111
611
31B

•
&UI

6111

4811

~

I

5

..
3

2
1
I

11

VDWMI VELCTY
_-'S

FUlW TYPE

GLOTTIS AREA
.... _ -E-I

REYNOl.OS NMBR

............
o:>

Figure 2 - The heavy voice (chest register) simulation



LARYNX SIMULATION RESULTSI FILE lWIEa - LAR151
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Figure 3 - The light voice (falsetto) simulation



LARYNX SIMULATION RESULTSI FILE NANEs - LAR12I22
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Figure 4 - The adducrion of rhe vocal folds ar rhe onser of phonarion as shown in the
'in vivo' experimenrs of Dejonckere and Lebacq.



LARYNX SIMULATION RESULTS: FILE NANE. - LAR~27
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Figure 5 - The abducI ion Df lhe vocal folds aI rhe onsel of phonation.


